








: 


The Republican. 
J TINS Os Ds, UO Das | nue Re 


No, 9s, Vale M, Lonpon, Fripay, Sep. 10, 1819, iP Oe 2D. 


—e « 














INHABITANTS OF MANCHESTER, 
AND ITS VICINITY, © 
Who met together in St‘ Peters Field on the 16th day of Augtst 
just, for the purpose oF discussing the best metins of obtaining « 
Radical Reform iv the House of Commong, and who escaped 
with their Livee from the wanton and niurderous Attack mude 


on them by that brutal armed force, culled the CuEsmiat and 
Mancuester YcOMANRY CAVALRY. : 


Fellow Citizens, 
_ One who witnessed your resolute, and at the same’ time 
le'and uniformly well-disposed conduct, at the pab- 
lic meeting of the 16th ult. presumes to address you on the 
subject of that:meeting; and the murderous atiack of the 
brataliarméd force, who were sent amongst you, by those 
_ who disgrace the names of Magistrates of Manchester. ‘To 
dre it was a painful moment, to think that such a body of 
finé resolute mem should have been surprised unarmed by a 
cowardly and ferocious armed force—cowardly murderers, 
that would have shrunk from fifty of you with your pikes ; 
yet who could riotéusly and wantonly plunge their sabres in 
the bogonis of the women; because they knew the men had 
no Weapons to protect them. The subject of this address to 
you; is to point out the necessity of your holding another 
publie meeting, to pass those resolutions, and to make that 
to the Nation; on the necessity of uniting to obtain a 
fair and equal representation; which was intended on the 
last meeting. Aad when T recommend this, I would also 
earnestly recommend, that you be prepared to act on the 
defensive, in case a similar-attack, as was made on the last 
necting, should again bé attempted. I pledgé myself again 
té make one with you, should I be at liberty at the time 
the:meeting shall také place. 7 
We must not be alarmed at a Grand Jury echoing the idlé 
and frivolous charge of the Mazistratés of Manchester, that 
to mest'to disetiks a question relative to our futare interest 





R. Carlile, Printer, 85, Flect Street, London. 








eo —_+ oe Ag a 


—_ ROT 


A i nt i en 


34 ‘ THE REPUBLIGAN. 


and welfare, isa conspiracy to subvert:the laws and govern- 
ment of the codntrys . We ‘have al dnty. to~perform to our- 
selves, our families, and dur couutry ; therefore, neither the 
fear of pains or petialties, arrests or imprisonments, ‘nay, 
even denth itself, ‘should riot déter us’ ‘from performing that 
daty.~ If the House of Commons, its present degraded 
constitution, be the Government of the Country, or part of 


' the law of the land, then lét us béast of the epithet of Con- 


spirators, and ‘boldly declare that’ our object is to subvert. 
such a House of Comiinons, ‘and to alter it into a House of 
the Representatives of the whole People.of Great Britair 
and Ireland. . We have no secret intentions, , To make con- 


' spiracy a crime, itis necessary that some secréet;and mali- 


cious motive should actuate the: conspirators... There is no 
such thing-existing among us, men of Lancashire and Che- 
shire, but 1 will tell you. where’a ctiminiad conspiracy does 
exist, and where its baneful-inflwence has been most deeply 


‘felt. In the first place, there is a Holy Alliance, 6r,in other 


words, a Crimina! ‘Conspiracy with the Despots of Europe, 
to abridge and destroy the liberties of their subjects, and: to 
meke their own authority.absolute.. <2) <!) to ya : 


On a.smaller «scale; and next.insrotation, there is aoCon- 
spiracy in the Cabinet or the:xAdministration of affairs: in this 
country, to destroy the middle /élass of-society,-and:to bring 
this country into the same’ conditionas Spaimat present, and 
France before its revolution. .'These\ are» conspitacies” that 
inflict the most deadly-evils On societyxi> ‘The great mass of 
the People of this country are not only deprived of even the 
least shadow of liberty, but are/deprived of: the: necessaries 
ef life, and their only means of obtaining them—acfair re- 
quital for their hard labour.—Is.it not‘in the course of na- 
lure that you should ‘conspire ‘together to get crid. of such 
evils as those ? Yet you do not conspire secrétly+—your con- 
spiracy is Open-syou openly state your grievances to the ex- 
isting authorities ; those authorities treat both you and your 
complaints with.contempt ; and does‘jt not follow as-an im- 
perative necessity, that you should.threaten:to effect by force 
what you find unattainable by milder means? .{The neces- 
sity is not only a justification of: your threatening, but of 
your putting that threat into execution: The Law.-of Na- 
ture pronounces that resolution just, and- commands you to 
act.on it, This.is the case at issue between the People and 
the existing authorities. ‘fhe powers that be, have not only 
by excessive taxation raised the. price of the necesaries of 

© to an extraordinary pitch, but by pressing-so very hard 
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on the manufacturing and commercial interest have caused 
a diminution of wages to the labourer, in a ratio equal to the 
increase of the price of bread and other necessaries. 

This has produced the extreme of misery.. Those who 
have employ cannot even supply themselves and families 
with the necessaries of life, and those. who have none are 
perishing daily—whilst our Rulers and their dependants are 
increasing their extravagancies and luxuries with the in- 
creasing hunger and misery of the people. It is from this 
and similar conduct, that the people have been made to feel 
the danger they are exposed to, and in contemplating the 
remedy they find nothing efficacious but the necessary con- 
troul of the democratic part of the.Government over the 
other part. . ln examining that which should be the demo- 
cratic part of the Government, they have found that its 
character and virtues have been undermined, and that it is 
become the mere tool of the’executive and its lawless ad- 
ministration by the means of Borough-niongering influence. 
The result is, the People say to the existing authorities give 
us our proper controul in the legislature, by our undoubted 
right of expressing our voice by our representatives, the an- 
swer is—you are ‘virtually represented—the persons whom 
we have delegated to be your representatives do all that we 
conéeive to be necessary ; therefore we cannot hazard the 
dangerous experiment of changing the system for fear of an- 
nihilating the whole. ‘I'he People reply to this, saying, we 
are not satisfied that you should delegate persons as our re- 
presentatives, we are capable of performing that office more 
to our own advantage, we demand it as our interest, ,right, 
and privilege so todo. The existing authorities finding no 
alternative but to grant the necessary reform, or. support 
their power by a standing army, have recourse to the latter 
expedient, and have caused the destruction of many advocates 
for reform, though strictly peaceable citizens, by their mili- 
tary power, and if the military will consent to cut the throats 
_of their friends and relatives, we have no alternative but to 
prepare to sell our lives as dear as possible ; or to obtain, by 
the necessary means, the necessary reform. | 

In advising you to, call another public meeting, I would 
earnestly recommend.you to do it at the earliest time possi- 
ble, after the Assizes for. your county are holden, and at 
the same time seek some more advantageous spot for self 
defence, in case of attack, than St. Peter’s Field—it was, 
of all places, the most unfortunate for an unarmed people 
to be assailed by a brutal armed force. We must not shrink 
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{. . eabie 
from duty fromthe tetror of a similar attack. . Let every 
man be prepared to sell his life as dearly as possible; and I'l} 
pledge mine that we can beat off the ‘combined: Yedmanry 
Cavalry of the wholé country. If it is the determination 
of the Goverriment ‘to interrupt a public ‘discussion “of the 
necessity of Parliamentaty Reform, we, Knowing that'sach 
public discussion is'consistent, and sanctioned ‘by’ the stand- 
idg'‘Yaws of the country, must determine, on“our ‘part; ‘to 
meet and’ discuss the question, even should it be at tie hazard 
of our livés.™ Nothing to°me' can ‘be ‘more *noble* than to 
méet death on suth grourid—to sell our lives ‘in’ defence of 
oiit rights, against the violation of law, and agaiust the as 
saiilt of a military despotism. ' But ‘this I’ can’ say on:my 
part, that in this country,’ under’ the present state/of: things, 
I will never attend a public ‘meeting on any pOhtical ques- 
tion of Reform, without arms.’ Once ‘having narrowly 
egcaped with life is'to ine @ ‘sufficient’ justifidation:—I: trust 
that 1 have heré pointed out to you the-tiecessity of attend- 
ge ici beceisen: with arms in°youy Wands} !1°° “oc om t10 
‘T shalt next call your attention to the conduct of the Grand 
Juries in the Counties Palatiie of'Cheéter’ and ‘Lancaster ; 
and as the first in order I will tdke'that' of Chester © It:ap- 
pes that after a sermon addressed to’ the Grand Jury both 
by the Judge and Recorder at Chester, on sedition and blas- 
pkemy, the Grand Jury felt it théir duty to echo back: the 
substance of those sermons. In the’ first place; they parody 
Sidmouth’s letter of thanks ‘to the brutal’ Yeomanry of Che- 
shire and Manchester, which, by the bye, must.certainly be 
a malicious and irreligious Libel, witha strong ‘tendency to 
bring into contempt the existing ‘order’of things both in 
Church and State, and which, T doubt vot, but the’ present 
Chief Justivé, in’ charging the Jary;° would pronounce to'be 
a profane aud seditious’ Libel, ‘as ‘every thing that proceeds 
from iy ord Sidmouth ‘must be ‘presumed to ‘be'sanctified. 
The next article proteeding from thé Grand Jary is a paredy 
on the sermons of the Jadge dnd Recorder, and as the seme 
act yp ecounts that is‘an'offericéin & poot mianisnot’so 
G the wealthy tian ‘or’ that ‘of interest and‘influetice with the 
- Governiient, T Shall; withdut the fear ofan’ information; in- 
it, alid'endeavour to make it my text, and write a. ser- 
mon upon if. _. : 
4 DS WegpH D ATOA TE 4 ‘at aif | 
“a Wel Ad Sry oie ey ibe de Cs? te 
assize holden at.Chester, on the lst day of September, 1819, feel 
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it iacumbent at this time, to declare onr indignation at the maclhi- 
nations of artful and itinerant demagogues, who disseminate payers 
of the most dangerous und seditious tendency at public inéeFitige : 
with freedom in their mouths, and fraud and ‘plunder im their 
hearts, employ the most inflammatory language, insidiously ineul- 
cate, under the specious veil of Reform, hatred and coutem;:t of 
our Constitution, and instigate the ignorant and ‘unwary even io 
exert physical force (that is, violence and ope arms) for the: en- 
forcement of their visionary claims, at ouce useless, to themselves, 
destructive of the rights:and property of their fellow-subjects, and 


involving the whole country. in one general ruins, 


> Nor can, we -refrain from declaring our disgust and horror at 
the odious and. blasphemous publications, poured forth throughout 
the country,.in. which the Holy Scriptures,are held yp to derision, 
-xeyiled, and scoffed at, and audaciously denopnced to the people 
as Aaloe, with, the malignant intention of eradicating ‘from their 
minds all moral checks, and all the hopes and comforts to be de- 
_sired from religion; but with the most serious’ and peculiar dn- 
Xiety and detestation, we contemplate the ubremitting exertion to 
poison the minds.of the rising: generation with theisame' horrid and 
detestable doctrines. 

“ We, thereftre, strongly impressed with the excellence of our 
Constitution, protecting all ranks and degrees of sogiety, are firmly 
resolved by‘every means in our power, to enforce the due execu- 
tion of the laws against the seditious and disaffected,. and against 
all’ who,’ either by their acts, or. otherwise, endanger the public 

peace and safety of the realm. : 
..* Resolved, that the declaration now produeed, and uvanimous- 
ly adopted, be inserted in all the county papers, and in two of the 
London papers." _ 
| ~~ - & JOHN THOMAS STANLEY, Foreman: 
“© Grand Jury-room, 
Chester Castle, September 2.”" 


In the first-place my- beloved, the authors of my text de- 
clare their indignation at the machinations of artful itinerant 
demagogues, who disseminate papers of the most dangerous 
and seditious itendency- at public, meetings, &c,, Now as the 
‘whole of: this)paragraph is ambiguous in the extreme, I have 
‘been pondering: svith myself.to find gut, who, or what. those 
udemagoguesiare,.or whence,they came from, and I can find 
°ao@persons in: the country that will answer to the, descrip- 
4 tongiven by: ithe Grand Jury, but, what are called.the cler- 
“gy>-they. are. the. only | demagagues that I haye ever wit- 


J Gpessed in. this;country, who, disseminate | apers of ‘the most 





‘dangerous and seditious tendency at public meetings; with 
-ufteedomand salvation in. their mouths, and fraud and, plun- 
“derin their-hearts;insidiously inculcating both by writing 
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atid speaking, that the path they point out is the only toad 
to Reform and happiness. They instigate the.ignorant and 
unwary to throw aside their reason, and with that their mo- 
ral duty, and.study, by a mysterious superstition to en- 
force their. visionary claims, at once useless to themselves, 
destructive to their peace.and morality, and involving the 
whole country in one general ruin. 1 know not by what 
- mischance the «Grand Jury -eould be induced to make so 
jnsidious an attack on-this privileged class. But this is not 
all; they have, ‘1 find, carried their malignity further, and 
followedup their first charge with all the force an envenomed 
miiid could give. They charge those persons with pouring 
forth throughout the country the most odious and blasphem- 
ous publications. Now, this passage confirms my ‘opinion, 
that this wanton attack is made on the clergy, as I know of 
no publication that can be considered blasphemous, but that 
which derogates the character of the Deity. I know of no 
ublication that ever came under my view, that had a ten- 
ency to derogate the character of the Deity so much as that 
which we know to be industriously circulated by the clergy 
and their adherents: namely, what they call:the Bible or 
Old Testament. And we farther know, that this class of 
persons decry every book as false, that is founded. on truth 
_ and reason, I doubt not, my friends, but that you in con- 
_ Junction with this Grand Jury contemplate with the most 
serious aud peculiar anxiety and detestation, the unremitting 
exertions to poison the minds of the rising gerieration with the 
same horrid and detestable doctrines. The last paragraph 
of this declaration appears, though insidiously, tobe levelled 
at the brutal Yeomaury Cavalry of thatand a neighbouring 
county who violated the law, murdered the peaceable inha- 
sieey and endangered the public peace and safety of the 
realm. : F siejiaiore 
As the extinction of religion has been hinted at by this 
Grand Jury, it may not be premature here to make a frank 
and candid ¢~owal that it is my opinion that morality would 
merease In .. ratio with the decrease of religion: . 1 for one 
do boldly affirm not only my opinion, but my firm and de- 
liberate conviction, that all and every species of religion is 
an imposture and fraud practised by base and designing men 
on the credulous part of mankind, and that such base and | 
designing men have never hesitated to support it by force 
and violence whenever reason has been opposed to it.>-And 
that instead of its being necessary to propagate good morals 
Among mankind, it isthe very bane of morality and civilization, 
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We will ‘now leave ‘the Chester Grand Jury, and bok 
after those. of Laucaster, and aS nothing that I can offer 
myself. in the way “of observation on their: conduct can equal 
the description Mr. Pearson, the London Solicitor, has given 
of them, although it,has appeared in all the newspapers. of 
the day, yet it cannot be.too often read, or-too much mavett 
apams. and consequently ] shall i vere insert it. 


To Major CARTWRIGHT and S. BROOKS, Ey. 
' “) Preasurers f the Committee. 


Deie Sins,’ | | sits! 


Tuts day the Grand Jury has ‘been veeiipdet ‘iienyswint the 
several. bitls of indicturient preferred before them for offences alleged 
to, have been ‘committed ‘at Manchester on the 16th. The fitst iin 
whicti was ‘brought ‘undér ' their consideration, was an’ indictment — 
against. Mr. James Platt; one of the Manchester Police: constables, 
for perjury, ‘Supposed’ to ‘have been committed in evidencé which 
he gave at the examination of Mr. Hunt, Mr. Moorhouse, and others, 
‘at the New Bailey, on the 27th of Augast, It will be ‘recollected 
‘that on‘ that occasion, the principal act of conspiracy imputed to the 
Defendants was their presence on the hustings on the 16th, awd in 
order to bring 1 Mr. Moorhouse within the reach of the law, Platt 
deposed to having’ seen him upon the hustings on the occasion 
alluded to.» “The first witness on the back of the bill was’ Mr. 
| Pearson, who gave in evidence, © that Mr. Platt had not only sworn 
that he saw Mr. Moorhouse ‘on ‘the ‘hustit¥s, but upon his par- 
‘ticular: atterition being “called by that Gentleman to his personal - 
“appearance, dssured - the’ Magistrates of his clear conviction that ‘he 

was ,upén’ the hustings atthe time sworn to. Mr. Moorhouse then 
appeared before the duty; ‘and’ gave in evidence that he was not on 
the hustings ‘on aby part of the’ 16th; that’ he met the cavalcade on 
the a appineth ‘to’ the Meeting ;“and Mr. Hunt, at about a quarter of 
a mile distance, seeing’ tin” inédnvenienced by the pressure of the 
crowd, invited him to get. into the ‘carriage, which having done, he 
was dragged to the’ Meeting; and immediately on’ his asrival there, 
When within ten: or twelve feei, of the hustings, descended from the 

carriage, and taking dn Opposite direction, proceeded to a’ neigh- 
_bourmng public-house,, and» Yeti ained there till after the Meesing had 
broken up. “Mr, Hunt’and Mr.‘ Whinson then followed, deposing to 
. the same facts, ‘and positively ‘swearing that at no one ‘time ‘was 
“Moorhouse on the hustings:’ John Collier was next éxamined, who 
proved’ ‘satisfactorily that ‘he opéried’ the door of the carriage to 
admit Mr. Moorhouse, and a!so let him out, and that he then went 
away, ‘as before described.’ Then followed the evidence of James 
MM , the Prosecutor's son, and Charles Gould, who proved 
__ that’ they wete in sittations’ at the: Méetiiig which commanded a 
complete ‘view of the: hustings,’ from beginning to the end, and’‘that — 
on-no part of the day. was the Prosecutor there: Samuel Dann; Mar 


940 THE REPUBLICAN. 


Williams, and Jesse Swan, were next called, and proved that from 
‘the tine Mr, Hunt came on the ground till after. the dis, rion. of 
‘the multitide, and the destruction of the hustings, Mr. thouse 
was in the Windmill public-house, and did not ‘leave. their sight ‘for 
‘ohe' minute. Similar evidence was adduced against Robert Darbyshire, 
jun.’ also’ one of ‘the Police Constables }' but although a Grarid Jury 

18 Called‘ upon only to decide whether a ‘sufficient PRIMA’ FACIE Gase 
is made out to. seid a Defendant to take his trial, the ‘Gentlemen 
thought fit to throw out the bills in question, although the same 
Jury, upon precisely’ the same testimony had ‘found, pp the previous 
day, a true bill against the celebrated alarinist, Richard Owen. The 

only dalierence between his case and theirs was, that Mr, Qwen is 
ee fen oecasional gratant, to the Police, | whereas the , other. two 


MS bisty an practitioners, unless, eet ay, be. - 
ae Jury, ial 





ade a. ‘difference to the Grand J e for 

ed upon ae latter, cases the bill, of ssiggiPalun? against,M Mr. {unt 
a. conspiracy, pad been laid betore, them, from Hs Nei of which 
neat that the aforesaid M ee and, Mr at were 
maternal witnesses for that Bahasa and that Ant era : dence could 
Rot be. « ispensed with, it might have. been actA Ha to peaemen 
, 9 dmpngn their testimony by finding a, true, bill ag) if t them f oF. RF 

,jwuy, The oy proceeding upon, which the, ‘Gran ey Was. x 

: that of hearing evidence: on, the ‘ait of ion gsi 
unt and; bis friends for a Pilar The first, witness call mis in 
was, the. celebrated. Mr. Nadin, wh 0.7 emained AE oie pit 
-Sbout half an hour, . It iad be 0 STL that. gree: his exami- 
nation Mr,,.Slae, ihe.Ssliciton, foF the €, prosecution, was called into 
| the.xoom: aud remained there, Se little tyme ;. but, _dpasmiuch, as: jke 
allen ance, of Aprofessional clean, Ipon, such, an, ogeasion } is ir- 
: sg, it is, impossibly fo pean pes spew ever, ih, yi0- 
wt onof,the 7 ersal) ry i 5 ws eee the ‘bil Lah -- 

“dat, ud i cismpesbened b st olive ding wih ag witness tg, th 

plist... Two other he ag re ere, the -alled in, bot as. ey Are, sot 
. ee a bel to, afin. pyatte ¥ exjption, of. | em: cannot 

nat th = ys hslap ; ven maa re ead 

sg iy dts oe 
shire are a 
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' . ‘om a eb a au ‘a be 
“Sena Tn ra Sea tee Bie 


of Spirator, with the hy “The Ia 
— Hs ly ae minus, pare 


aot ‘i de cutting, . ae gent J 
o onesie on F Nadas, morning my many - 
My. Hunt, and bis friends, did. no Ren 

Morning, yet, the Grand Jury, thought. AC 
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The first indictment for maliciously cutting, was preferred by a. 
Gilatore, of Miiichéster, a resp pectable trad man, rive ‘provi 
ie he ‘was at ‘his’ inner with his: family, pe the” 16tt rue 
iitnaes dete ‘that the’ se Prat ene asi to 


aye" 


se opt towards hin; stevens by athe ae Mitied ro ofa, 
and Was oes td his House, ealking oh th?’ flag ‘stories, Whén, 
sete paces “of hig own door, otie of them Strick! at bi’ head ‘with 
Pain on apy? hat, however, ‘protected him ’ from the’ 'bidw, But 
béed kn béked frdm his heid he was'in the ‘act’ of toopily ts 
so it’ ap,” Other ‘onle “of “the 'gallarit Yeomanty found’ that the 
Dpportunity of a bare-headed man, unarmed, in a defendbtess pbbi posi 
DD, “wis nét to be lost,’ and Cut hint With bis: 8w ord ‘and tailicted 
“2 would on the head. “The Proeeutte’s' soh Wasa ne of the 
ota isaction,” atid’ joined with, His’ fath F in ‘giving evidence oh “the 
ste” When, however, it’ was Nast in by the ‘Grand Thee ‘the 
ek was astonished with the ‘sou ‘of “ Not found “again st Kawa ward 


“Tebb 
NS ‘next. bill was against ‘the same person, preferred by, Eliz. 
Farteit; @ poor interesting looking wdinan, who Was statiding i in the 
ighboarhood of the Meeting, with her infant child af her breast ; 
| d ei Mig no protéction ‘from ‘the rude attack’ of the Yeo- 
ary.” Seeing ébbutt, one of the Yeomaury coming, she 
hild a hat and prayed’ of hin Mee spare her jufant, while, 
ret fa th the ‘act 0 a Wer! child, she ‘received a deep sabr: 
hd, ‘three inches'long, ‘froin the crewn of her head to the top of 
wg Pr é er child ell fron: her arms, and'receéived a Severe con- 


ati ly Nae te ead, of. thet it ‘is a this day ¢ suffering. pee 







from athe ock bof t the’ blow, but although ‘she was 
hb uy of the Wel the @ iuRicted the wound, he repaid 
ky he a Ki ther’ uh his sword : as shé was s falling: ¢ 
sey aa gitshele ih ér ‘clothes, and did’ not do her any 
i : ait rrards taken home in a fainting 
a ite seh of 8 gas ag ng wound, nor the evidence. of 
na 2S sen 9 convin e the Grand Jury, and the ditt 
i Ronny ‘that the “Woman deposed, ‘that. 
es she did aot, nor ‘does she now believe 
been ad ; and further, ‘that’ there had 3 
> any y stones | brown, or any resistancé, ‘Or ‘ial 
¥y anry, OF other persons. | 
: ae 4 hg 19 het ber 5, it. was an Indictmene 
er, for, maliciows!y cuiting ‘under Lord” 
eptham, the Prosecutor, roved, that’ after’ the 
bei ait rsed, he was going Pit own one Of the streets 

















= dir ction to the Meeting, about a quarter 
‘pie fers ae oy he 6 at rh by a sve Site att the 


one m3) 


king the same 


+i omst 


gee 7 were two. or, “three Strangers, 
othe 'P 


Prosecutor, when, ‘Meagher cried, a ‘Damn you, 
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disperse,” to which Cheetham replied,» “‘ You stop the way, give 
us room, and we will be gone:” , Meagher then appeured to make 
“oom for passing, by riding out a yard or two from the , wall, when 
Cheetham attempted to pass, and Meagher cried out, ‘“ Damn you, 
“I will cut your head off,” and immediately made a desperate stroke 
‘at him, which, after cutting clean off about seven inches of the rim 
of his hat, took effect in the neck just under the ear, and inflicted 
a dreddful gash three inches long and one inch deep. ‘Fhe person 
‘of the author of the outrage was described by, the next witness, 
Nathan Broadbent, who gave evidence as to the activity of, Meagher 
in dealing out his gashes indiscriminately upon «ll around with a 
blood-thirsty fury. ; Vereen et” EE, 
~ The next indictment, against one Thomas Shelmerdine, by .a 
poor woman, upwards of 60 years old, who went out to the pur- 
lieus of the Meeting, to seek. for a lad her sou, when seein the 
“Yeomanry coming, she strove to make her escape, when Shelmar- 
‘dine rode. up to her in a furious manner; having: known him from 
‘achild, she cried out, “* Tom Shelmardine, thee wilt not burt me, 
I know;”’ deaf, however, to her supplications, he. rode her down, 
‘aud cut her on the head with his sabre, from the effects of which 
she thinks it probable she shall never recover... ) 4) 
The last indictment which was preferred, was, against one Carl- 


> 


ul 


“ton, by a little boy, who received a most. dreadful wound on the 
head from the sabre of this person.“ This lad, William Leigh, had, 
' boy-like, attended the Mech fromrcuriosity, and was one of those 


composing a thick, compact body created by the attempts of the 
“crowd to escape—upon the heads, shoulders, necks, and- arms of’ 
| these poor wretches, the Yeonjatiry weré dealing out their cuts with 
a liberal, hand, when the poor lad having caught.the eye of 
~ Carlton, whom he knew, he ran towards him to get out of the 
crowd; but his acquaintance replied to his, application for safety, 
by a blow at his head, which gavé him’a deep wound, fall three or 
four inches loug:* ‘the Grand Jury, however, threw ‘out the bill. 
Numbers of other cases could ‘have’ been preferr d, but it would 
_ have been ee itg - it became evident that ‘thé Jury acted upon 
some fi¥ed- principle, which would’ have rendered all efforts. to 
obtain redress unsuccessful. It was Glear, that the rejection of the 
bills did not’ arise from what appeared on ‘the testimony of the 
witnesses, nor from a disbelief of their evidence, but probably from 
‘preconcerted opinions as to the reading of. the‘Riot Act, or some 
__ other facts not then before them. - Tottering old age,’ uisuspecting 
youth, manly spirit, defenceléss woman, and uno endin infancy, 
d in vain presented themselves before the Inquests of their coun- 
try seeking for redress, and sued in vain: it therefore‘ became use- 
i again 3 x teens upon their attention, 8 Ph 
t may be observed that each of the witnesses upon all the bills 
denied that to their knowledge or belief, the Riek Act had been 
read ;—denied that any violence had been used, ‘stones thrown, 
resistance presented, or insults ‘offered—they were ‘peaceable 
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Citizens and had ‘been. maliciously wounded; the Grand Jury, 
therefore, could not have been acquainted with any of these facts 
from the only legitimate sources of information, the evidence of 
the witnesses on each of the bills. If the Grand Jury decided 
upon any evidehce which they received from other quarters than 
that of the witnesses on the respective bills, they assumed to them- 
selves an authority the law does not recognize, and erected a tribu- 
nal to try the cases instead of exercising the’ powers delegated to 
them: by the Constitution, of examming the evidence adduced for 
.the Prosecution, and deciding as to-its sufficiency to call upon the 
offending party to appear and answer before a Jury of his country. 
Whether the reading of the Riot Act can give authority to soldiers, 
~ or those who bear the name, to butcher indiscriminately, peaceable 
“men, women, and children; whether the order ‘of a Magistrate 
places those against whoni it is directed out ‘of the pale of the law’s 
tection, and renders them liable to be hunted and massacred 
ike wild beasts, might perhaps have furnished the armed parties 
with materials for the shadow of a shade of defence; but the read- 
ing of the Act, the dictum of the Magistrates, was not and could 
“not have been legally in evidence before the Inquest--indeed, the. 
only evidence respecting it was, that no. such means had been 
adopted. 41 hope, however, that the exertions of the People to 
obtain something like redress for the sufferers, will never relax, till 
the authors of their woe are brought to puvishment; and that so 
lofig as the principle, that.*‘* whoso sheddeth man’s blood by man 
shall his blood be shed,’’ remains a part, of the‘law of retributive 
justice. The Assizes for this county will be furnished with records 
of'the bloody deed. | 
__ Lam now convinced that there is no freedom for England till 
the People regain the right of electing their Sheriffs. -~So long as 
the King’s Ministers elect the Sheriffs, and the Sheriff's elect the 
Grand Jury, so long will the blood of the murdered cry unavenged 
- from the ground. .. Iam now-preparing- a full Report of some of 
the numerous dreadful cases of the wounded sufferers, which, on 
my return to town, will be laid before the Committee, . 
| Tam, dear Sirs, your's very truly, 
Lancaster, Sept. 5, 1819. CHARLES PEARSON. 


Men of Cheshire and Lancashire, this letter_ needs no com- 
ment; you see now what.is the force of prejudice in the 
minds of those who are hostile to your interésts and welfare, 
and who will never stickle to make you a sacrifice for their 
-;, Own aggrandisement. You see also from this condact of 
your Grand Jury, the necessity of a firm, unanimous, and 
resolute conduct on your part.’ Prepare to hold another 
meeting, and I trust we shall be all prepared to say, that we 
will have an equal and full representation, or perish in an 


effort to obtain it. Yours in civic affection, - 
R. CARLILE. 








THE REPUBLIVAN. 


_| MINDICATION OF FEMALE POLITICAL 
wertt to y INTERFERENCE. » 
SIR, . | . 
Inhambly addressing the Editor of the new periodical 
paper ‘entitled “* The Republican,” I seek repose, in.;my 
‘study°from the public: meeting) just, held. in; Palace. Yiard, 
(509000: péedple'’indignant::at the. Manchester atrocities, ) 
whee Sir’ F. Burdett and Mr. Hobhouse appeared td con- 
4nd, a8 if theit tetaining fees Were received, ‘whether the 
“humanity of the’ Prince’ Regent'and his -progenitors*(reader, 
; dideceied the tender ‘mercies of Cufldden,’ North’ Ameriea, 
Corsica, Poland,,Holland, Belgiam, East Ibdies, atid Parga) 
was most conspicuous, or the astonishing patriotism of the 
Whigs, not one. of whom, however, had deigned to grace 
ithe meeting! ! i Th Wiltiegks Grif <0? cloientecd at: 
blveTo: the, rising. generation, then, but to the female sex in 
~'particular,’ do, |! devote an hour’s research, as others’ have 
“forgotten it, just'to remind.tlie world; that: the interfereace 
of the lovely female’ sex at’ Manchester. and other places, 
whiére they ‘have presented the heroine, even at the charge of 
_¢avalry, was not so extremely novel and impertinent. » 
The task is not difficult, and the young men especially, 
. will thank me for collating what they will not find in the 
silly, because almost exclusive, study of Grecian and Latin 
' ielassies. | : nd ee : 
» = Requesting, then, that the student will previously store 
his mind bythe! perusal of many an.eminent writer in:praise 
of that sex, which he knows, numbers with. it, and controls 
‘the graces, the meises, and the viriues, and that the heroines 
“of the Grecian poet were among the striking figures of his 
subject, I'will‘remind him that, when'the: inhabitants of the 
northern tegiotis “ désterided' south; they appear to have re- 
jected, or esCaped the oriental refinements which ‘overran 
. Greece and Italy: and in the Saxon and Danish conquests, 
it seems that the natural equality of the sexes was. preserved 
iayiolable. So‘far from itamiaring ‘women in seraglios, and 
otherwise degrading them, the northern tribes, and ‘especially 
the whole of Germany, ‘reverenced ‘the female’ sex; as if 
possessed of superior intelligence, and deliberated: with them 
».an national eviergencies. - Tacitus says, they ‘believed that 
their women were endowed ‘with a‘divine and prophetic 
spirit, So that they always consulted ‘them, atid never’ neg- 
lected their orneular responses, ~ ‘De thor, Germ.’Ch. VII. 
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And: -we find that in this-island, the, Abbesses. had. seais in, 
the. Great): Council, bolden. 694,;Saxon Chron, And also 
ia thesucceeding, one, |Historia Ingulphi, An; 855.. And again, 
‘‘ Venerunt ad generalem Vocationem Abbates, .Priores, 4+ 
batisse,” M. Paris, An. 1210. At an ecclesiastical synod * 
on some importantipoints, we find the Abbess Hild. presiding 
even'oyer the, Seottish party, Bede, Hist. Eecl, I. Ch, 26, 
By Hicks's-Thesaurus we. find that women among the Saxons 
retained; separate property, could,.bequeath legacies. even 
duringithe life of the; husband ;;and, other women. besides 
Abbesses; who sat and decided in county courts ,(‘‘ the great 
seats of Saxon justice,” says Blackstone), were.in equal pyme. 
bers withthe men, and, capital punishments. were extremely 
rare,» After, Abbots and Nobles are mentioned, ithe ladies 
foew, with many other ‘.thanes,and,.good wives,” whose 
names are omitted... Vide Dissertatio, Epistolaris, py 94 0) x95, 

. Our British-establishment.presents a.strange inconsistency, 
i2 allowing women to wield the sceptre, without being en- 
titied teJhold any. subordinate situation,. 4, oysd jivow | 

We should not, however, forget, that, our Queen Boadicea 
héaded our! troops, and, made the last great effort against 
Roman tyranny; or the actions of) the. four succeeding 
Scandinavian heroines; or our Elizabeth, and Anne; or 
those of the reigns of “Elizabeth and: Catharine of Russia, 
so tremblingly alive are women to the preservation of the 
homan species, read this, ye Manchester savages! During 
their time, notione Russian subject fell by the hand of the 
public-executioner! , | 9 

‘May we not then infer from all this, that women have pos+ 
sessed coequal power? And that it materially -tended to 
assuage the malignant and-brutal passions of men? Does 
not every..sueceeding male parliamentary session present 
farther acts of power, fromthe fountain of a more san- 
guinary deseription ?; ; Could such have been enacted, if, the 
benevolent.and compassionate female had held equal sway ? 


as 
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adi A certaifi synod composed of the highest dignitaries, was held 
in this country, not four years ago, but veiled in impenetrable se- 
recy. It was to consider whether the divine writings and reason 
did ‘not? justif: y 8 further spiritual and pastoral consolation to man- 
kind, ow the Sublime and benignant subject of grace. The promul- 
gation and. effect ‘was. lost: 29 to 81! 4). This note will attract -mi- 
nisters of God’s word of every description, and induce them, "tis 

snotionly te enquire about this secret synod, bnt to ré-pe- 
ruse this letter, and adapt the object of it to practical admonition. 





AG THE REPUBLICAN. 


Little knows the historian, when he collates the facts of 
the American and French revolutions, if he does not give 
the women their due weight in those arduous contests: but for 
their animated influence, few young volunteers would have 
béen found! a Bastile and rank despotism would still have 
existed. | | . 

’ But, I trust, for every useful purpose, I have sufficiently 
engrossed your pages: let the philosophers of our sex deli- 
berately consider, whether, in their time, the main supporters 
of our infancy ; the consolation of the adult; and the der- 
nier solace under every affliction, and at the great and trying 
hour of death!—have not most unjustly been degraded in 
their rank in society? and whether the incalculable suffer- 
ings and distress of our dear country ate not likely to be 
diminished rather than encreased; by the confederation of 
that sex, which, in profane, or sacred, or modern writ, ap- 
pear to have humanized and refined the age, and decreased 
our atrocities, ‘in egual ratio with their, ‘then standard in 
human society.’ Lee 4 7 

- I would have preferred an anonymous signature, but.it is 
incompatible with your pledge. 

| § FERRAND WADDINGTON. 
London, Sept. 2nd, 1819. } : 





_ 





From the following Correspondence it is. pretty evident, 
that the Trials of the Informations filed against the Editor, 
by the late Attorney-General, will come\on:about the mid- 
die of October. The- Information on the Theological Works 
of Thomas Paine will be first tried. | 3 


 Lincoln’s Inn, Sept. 2, 1819. 


Sir, 


_ WB are directed by His Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, to acquaint you, that His Grace will be in. Notting- 
hamshire in the month of October, and that if you should 
require his attendance upon your trial according to the. sub- 
peena with which he has been served, you must take the 
trouble to enquire at Lambeth Palace, about a week pre- 
vious to the day appointed, where you will obtain His 
Grace’s exect address ; and upon notice being then. sent his 
Grace, and suitable arrangements made, His Grace will not 
fail.to attend. : | 


His Grace concludes that you will be aware of the great 
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inconvenience he must be subjected to by such a journey, and 
that you will not require ‘his attendance unless it be very. 
material. "© f 





tl : “We are, Sir, 
‘Your obedient Servants, 


FORSTER, COOKE, and FRERE. 







Mr. Carlile. 


--————- 


. : Fleet Street, Sept, 4, 1819. - 
My Lorp, : $4 Shee a 3 

I FEEL it my duty to express the warm approbation I felt, 
on receiving the candid information from Messrs. Forster, 
Cooke, and Frere, where your Grace may be found in. the 
month of October, should the presence of your Grace .be 
required on my. trial. , | 

I beg to assure your Grace, that my motive in serving 
you witha subpoena was neither idle nor frivolous, and shall 
deem the presence of your Grace to be of the highest im- 
portance, not only to my interest as an individual, but to the 
interest of Truth and Justice, and,’ consequently, the, in- 
terest of mankind in general. 

In conjunction with your Grace, it is my intention to serve 
with a subpoena, the persous in this country most eminent in 
theology, astronomy, and oriental literature. : 

1 further beg leave to assure your Grace, that such ques-. 
tions for such evidence as I may find necessary to elicit, shall 
be put by me with a due impression of the importance and 
rank of those to whom [ shall be addressing myself. 

I beg leave to subscribe myself, : 

- Your Grace’s | 
Most obliged*and obedient Servant, 
RICHARD CARLILE, 
To his Grace 


The Archbishop of Canterbury. 








Fleet Street, Sept. 6, 1819. 
SiR, 7 | 
As the adjourned sittings.in the Court of King’s Bench 
are near at hand, I beg leave to enquire, whether it is your 
intention, as His Majesty’s : Attorney-General, to prosecute 
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DAS . oil aT gion. db OL 9 9) DLR “Ci J2ijiits e {i fit 
in, the ensuing sittings, in the month of O¢iober, those Infor- 
raiah a fi = ne me by His. Majesty’s late Attorney- 
General Sir Samuel Shepherd, and should it be your inten- 
tion to proceed, which of them, you will be pleased to take 


fi . c meter ‘ (} “hii af 
"Fikticrig niyself that I shall fittrd in- you, Sir, a generous 
opponent, | would entreat the earliest notice ,of. trial that 
ht possibly be given, as itis my intention to serve with 
s, several persons of rank and distinction, eminent in 
theological, soiéntific;' and literary world, for whose 
convenience and accommodation I am solicitous’ to’ obtain 
the earliest notice; as many of thir are residefit ‘in disfant 
patts of the country, and would wish;.at least) a week’s 
notice for attéddaiice. TOE OC REST | 
| Paha Ga Orr ahi 
| Your most, obliged and obedient Servant. 
ifs ,.4AvoO OVE 10 9} joi RICHARD CARLILE. 
Aue, Robert Gifford, Kent... 
His. Majesty's Aitorney General. 
Sir, 


fiawid ai 


oi 4M, aUSWer, ’ our, enquiry, I have, to state, that it is, 


certainly my intention that the Informations, against. you. 
which stand for trial at the adjourned -sittings in .Octgber 

quid be. tried at those sittings; and that the Information 
against you, for publishing a blasphemous libel, which stands 


3% 


prior in order to the other in the list of Causes, will first come 
on for triaj. ‘fas 
| _.,, Lam,-Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
Abbi R. GIFFORD. 
Linc, Inn, 

Sep. 7, 1819. 











